*    READING  AND  WRITING    *

reputation; Bedwin Sands's Eastern Ghazuls; and many
more of the works of our young nobles were first given
to the world in the Spring Annual, which has since
shared the fate of other vernal blossoms, and perished
out of the world. The book was daintily illustrated with
pictures of reigning beauties, or other prints of a tender
and voluptuous character, and as these plates were pre-
pared long beforehand, requiring much time in engrav-
ing, it was the eminent poets who had to write to the
plates, and not the painters who illustrated the poems/

Annuals were usually edited by ladies, either aristo-
cratic like Lady E. Stuart Wortley and Lady Blessington,
or distinguished like Laetitia E. Landon. The fame of
this young lady's poetry went far beyond the Annual
public, and she was acclaimed on all sides as the poetess
of the age. This seems so surprising on reading her
poetry that we can only assume that she caught exactly
the spirit of the time. Here are a few verses from the
most celebrated works of "L. E. L.", Erinna, The Irn-
provatrice, The Troubadour and The Golden Violet.

A Poetess (herself)

My song has been the mournful history
Of woman's tenderness and woman's tears.
I have but touched the spirit's gentlest chords,
Surely the fittest for my maiden hand.
'Erinna'

A hero

He was young

The castUs lord, but pale like age,
His brow as sculpture beautiful.
But wan as grief's corroded page.
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